The National Council for Child Health and Well-being

(Formerly known as the ‘Child Health Group’)

CHARTER

We believe that:

1. Every child and young person shall be treated with dignity and respect whatever their physical, intellectual ability or particular circumstances
2. Parents
 shall be acknowledged as the primary carers and empowered to participate as partners in care and all decisions involving their child.

3. Every child and young person shall be given the opportunity to participate in decisions affecting his or her care, according to age and understanding.

4. The specific needs of adolescents and young people shall be addressed and planned for well in advance.
5. An honest and open approach shall be the basis of all communication with a full understanding of children’s rights, including consent and ethical issues, with specific needs accommodated to facilitate effective two-way communication.

6. Information shall be provided for the parents and relatives: the child, young person and siblings receiving information to age and understanding.

7. Every child and young person shall have access to education, play and recreation

8. All children and young people shall have equal access to the best care by specifically trained staff responding to developmental, emotional and individualised needs.

9. The family home shall remain the centre of caring whenever possible.

10. Care away from home shall be provided in a child-centred/young person-centred environment by staff trained to respond to the clinical, emotional, developmental, social, cultural and spiritual needs of children. Overnight accommodation for parents should always be provided free of charge.

11. Every family shall have timely access to practical support, including clinical equipment, financial grants, suitable housing and domestic help.
12. Every family shall be entitled to a named lead professional who will enable the family to build up and maintain access to an appropriate network of support.

13. Every family shall be given the opportunity of a consultation with a paediatric specialist who has particular knowledge of the child’s condition.

14. Families in need of short term breaks should have access to flexible respite care in their own home or in other suitable facilities, with appropriate children’s nursing and medical support.

The Purpose of the National Council for Child Health and Well-being is:

· To bring together professional and lay groups concerned with the health and welfare of children and young people across the UK.   

· To share information, provide a discussion forum and to be a lobbying and pressure group to take forward initiatives for the welfare of children and young people  

Membership of the National Council for Child Health and Well-being includes:

Action for Sick Children 

Aid for Children with Tracheostomies

Anaphylaxis Campaign
Arthritis Care
Association for Children’s Palliative Care
Association for Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus

Association of Children’s Hospices

Asthma UK

Barnardo’s
BLISS
British Dyslexia Association

Children’s Heart Federation
CLIC Sargent 
Contact a Family

Council for Disabled Children
Cystic Fibrosis Trust
Department for Children, Schools and Families

Department of Health

Diabetes UK

Eating Disorders Association
Education and Resources for Improving Childhood Continence
End Child Poverty
Epilepsy Action

Health Care Commission

Long-term Medical Conditions Alliance

National Autistic Society
National Children’s Bureau
National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children
Office of the Children’s Commissioner

Rainbow Trust Children’s Charity

Royal Brompton Hospital
Royal College of General Practitioners

Royal College of Nursing

Royal College of Paediatrics & Child Health
Royal College of Psychiatrists
Royal National Institute of the Blind
The Association of Children’s Hospices

The Princes Foundation for Integrated Health
Well Child
Young Minds
� The term parents includes all those with parental responsibility, including corporate parents and carers.





