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Co Durham and Darlington Branch AGM

20 October 2009

Present:

Katrina Denton

Kath Fawcett

Tim Grace

Barbara Hudson

Patricia Hodgson

Eleanor Jacques

Carol Lancaster

Amanda McEwan

Alan Morgan

Janet Mortimer

Andrew Simpson

Cate Woolley-Brown

Apologies for absence:

Karen Dyson
Jeremy Fowler

Stuart Isles

Sue Lawrence

Nichola Marley

Carolyn Spence

Jean Taylorson
1.  Notes of the Previous AGM and Matters Arising

The notes of the previous AGM were accepted as a true and accurate record.    

2.  Ratification of Activists and Activist Engagement with Training and Mentorship

It was agreed that the regional office would write to Susan Cockburn to ascertain if she needed support in her role as an activist.  It was noted that Ian Quigley had requested to be disaccredited following the AGM

The following representatives were ratified for the period 2009/2010:  Katrina Denton, Karen Dyson, Kath Fawcett, Tim Grace, Patricia Hodgson, Barbara Hudson,  Eleanor Jacques, Carol Lancaster, Sue Lawrence, Nichola Marley, 
Amanda McCewan, Alan Morgan, Janet Mortimer, Lee Neasham (need to check place of employment on database), Andrew Simpson, Carolyn Spence, 
Jean Taylorson and Cate Woolley-Brown.  
3.  Finance Report

The Branch were informed that there was a closing balance of £5,860.40 as at the end of September 2009.  
4. Branch Action Plans

Branch members fed into the action plan on screen and the Regional Service Manager inputted the data.  A copy would be e-mailed to Katrina Denton as Chair in order for her to disseminate it to Branch members.  A discussion was held around raising the profile of the organisation with local middle Managers, it was felt that engaging strategically was one of the weaker areas at the moment.  Cate suggested this be picked up with Jake Turnbull and also raised at the next Board meeting.   

5. Dates and venues for future Branch meetings and training details for Branch Executive Officers

Branch members were happy with the proposed dates for Branch meetings for 2010.  Branch Executive Officers were reminded of the expectation that they would attend the Branch Development Modules – 1st day, 24 November 2009.  Application forms were available at the meeting to attend these modules.  Cate Woolley-Brown is the Branch Development Champion for the Northern Region.
6. Explanation of Election Process

Julie Lockhart, Regional Service Manager, reminded Branch members of the  election process highlighted under 5.3 of the Branch Constitution.
7. Election of Branch Honorary President

Under 3.5 of the notes of the June Branch meeting, the following had been agreed:

1.1 A discussion took place around the role of the Branch President which needed to be elected at the Branch AGM.  Katrina Denton proposed that Cate Woolley-Brown take up the position of President and all other branch members present seconded this.
This decision was ratified at today’s meeting.  

Branch members agreed that if a regional presentation event was organised for all Branches within the Northern Region, Co Durham and Darlington Branch would like to participate in this event.  

8. Election of Chair, Secretary, Treasurer and other Branch Executive Officers

Jean Taylorson had expressed an interest in continuing as Branch Secretary.  Katrina Denton proposed this expression of interest and Cate Woolley-Brown seconded this proposal.  
Katrina Denton expressed an interest in continuing as Chair of the Branch, Cate Woolley-Brown proposed Katrina and Janet seconded this proposal.  
Janet Mortimer expressed an interest in continuing as Treasurer, Kath Fawcett proposed her and Katrina seconded this.
Janet Mortimer expressed an interest in continuing as Treasurer, Kath Fawcett proposed Janet and Katrina Denton seconded the proposal.

The following were elected as Executive Officers to the Branch:

Kath Fawcett – proposed by Cate Woolley-Brown and Janet Mortimer to second

Tim Grace – proposed by Cate Woolley-Brown and seconded by Janet Mortimer

Carol Lancaster – proposed by Cate Woolley-Brown and seconded by Katrina Denton

9. Any Other Business

The Branch agreed to purchase 3 tablecloths for use at outside events.

Branch members were reminded about the UK Representative Awards.  Nomination forms were currently available with a closing date of 11 January 2010.  Awards would be presented at Congress 2010.

Katrina Denton informed the Branch that as part of her role on the National Health and Safety Committee, Katrina is a member looking at the case management for activists.  Katrina reported that the Northern Region were much more advanced than other Regions in rolling out case management to activists.  Katrina had approached Sue Lawrence to participate on the group.  
Please note these minutes have been sent to the Branch Chair for her approval and will be approved by the Branch at their meeting on 29 January 2010
/JAL
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