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NORTH OF TYNE BRANCH MEETING

7 June 2010

Present:

Tracy Anderson

Terry Brannigan (Chair)

Pat Bottrill

Viv Connolly

Will Corulla

Mary Douthwaite

Chris Dinsdale

Pat Fraser

Ranjana Gour

Stephen Hyde

Jennifer Logan

Bobby Noble

Grace Onuoha

Lorraine Snoddon

Jan Weightman

Jeannette Wilkinson

In Attendance:

Lin Clarkson

Julie Lockhart

Janet Maclean

Martin O’Neill

Apologies for Absence:

Nazmah Cadersaib

Rita Cavill

Nigel Denyer

David Doherty

Joan Easton

Pat Fraser

Susan Johnson

Tessa Luggett

Angela Lawton

Ken Wright

1. Welcome, introductions and apologies

1.1  The Chair welcomed Branch members to the meeting.  It was noted that the meeting was quorate and the apologies for absence were noted as above.
2. Notes from the previous meeting

2.1  The notes of the previous meeting were accepted as a true and correct record after the following amendments.  Jeannette Wilkinson’s name had been misspelled as had Viv Connolly’s and Pat Bottrills.

3. Matters arising from the previous meeting

3.1  There were no matters arising other than those on the Agenda.

4. Feedback from Congress

4.1  Pat Bottrill congratulated Will Corulla on his item at Congress and also Rachael Ridley’s from Cumbria.  It was noted that Congress 2011 will be held in Liverpool from 10-14 April 2011.
5. Recruitment

5.1  As had been previously agreed, Recruitment is a standing item at Branch meetings.  A paper was tabled at the meeting, highlighting the membership statistics for the region and the Branch.  

5.2  It was noted that regionally the figures for the total membership had risen in March 2010 with a slight decrease in April and May.  

5.3  With regards to Branch membership, in relation to HCA membership, the Branch is under target.  

5.4  Discussion took place around this matter and the Branch agreed to give further consideration on what can be done to encourage people to join.  Those present felt that the criteria for membership still appeared to be unclear and the Communication Officer was currently sending out information confirming the criteria.  Viv Connolly expressed the opinion that one of the reasons for the number of HCAs being recruited was so low was that there was not the same amount of movement of HCAs as there was with students.  
5.5  Jeanette Wilkinson put forward a suggestion that the RCN produce a badge stating “I am an RCN Recruiting Officer” for activists to wear during recruitment week.  Janet agreed to feed this idea back to the marketing department.  
6. Treasurers Report

6.1 Julie Lockhart explained that the RCN was currently having a new financial system installed and the Branch information had not been uploaded onto the new system.  Therefore the only information available as of 31 March 2010, was that the Branch had a closing balance of £16,315.07, £1615.68 had been paid out in cheques, leaving a current balance of £14699.93, and a further £766.34 was to be processed through the account.  
7. Annual Branch Review and Action Plan

7.1  No further action had been taken on the document since the last Branch meeting, Jeanette agreed to update and recirculate prior to the Northern Board meeting on 30 June 2010, to which a verbal report was to be presented.
8. Reporting on Casework

8.1  Martin reported that 14 case files had been opened by activists since March 2010 and a reminder was issued to those present about the importance of both opening and closing case files through the regional office. 
9. Feedback on mentorship programme

9.1  A presentation had taken place on this item during the Learning and Development seminar.
10. Board papers

10.1  Board papers for the meeting to be held on 30 June had been circulated.  As Sue Johnson was not at the meeting, Martin read through the Agenda and highlighted some of the items on the Agenda.  

11. Board Elections

11.1  Martin reminded branch members that the closing date for elections wasFriday 11 June, and that Sue Johnson would be eligible to stand for re-election again if she wished.  He also provided members with a list of the seats that were up for election in 2010. 

12. Date and time of next meeting

12.1  It was noted that the next North of Tyne Branch meeting which would be the AGM would take place on 6 September 2010 at Avalon House.
13. Any Other Business

13.1  The Prospectus for Learning and Development for Reps was circulated to those present.  It was noted that representatives working through the pathways and module 2 needed to utilise the red booklet, if these modules have already been completed then the blue booklet is the one that is required.

13.2  Branch members were reminded that a module 1 course was taking place in the regional office in September, followed by a module 2 in November.    Application forms and dates are in the back of the booklets and information is also available on the website.
13.3  Pat Bottrill informed members about a Conference taking place on 17 November 2010, entitled “Facing the Care Challenge in Leadership, Practice and Education.  June Andrews, Glenn Turp and Kath McCourt were all speakers.  

13.4  A brief discussion took place on Transforming Community Services and also the equal pay claims.  Bobby Noble raised the matter around the feasibility of suing Stefan Cross, Martin agreed to speak with a member of the legal team re this matter.  
/JAL
15.6.10

Please note these minutes have been sent to the Branch Chair for his approval and will be approved by the Branch at their meeting on 6 September 2010.
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