Social care research capacity consultation
There are 7 consultation questions, though some have more than one part. Please read the background information relating to each question and then consider your 'tick box' response. If you do not tick any of the boxes your response will be recorded as 'no opinion'. 

You can expand on your answer in the comments box - this is entirely optional. It would help us if you make it very clear whether your comments relate to an individual country or to the UK as a whole and, if the question has more than one part to it, which part or parts your comment refers to. Once you have made any comments, you can choose whether you want other people to be able to see them on this website. 

To help us analyse the responses to this consultation we would like to record some basic information about you. This information will only be used to help us carry out this exercise and will not be kept unless you give us permission to.
Location: England, Northern Ireland, Scotland or Wales.
Sector:
If you would like to receive further information about this consultation, including a copy of the final report, please give us your name and email address. You can complete the questionnaire without providing this information.
Name:
Ann McMahon
Email:
ann.mcmahon@rcn.org.uk
Can we keep your details so that we can keep you informed about SCIE's work and events? Yes
Social care research capacity consultation – Question 1
	1. Developing a UK-wide approach with attention to country-specific issues

	The consultation question
	Your response

	Background

Social care policy is the responsibility of each individual country of the UK, but policy and services in each country share many common features. 

This means it might make sense to develop a social care research strategy for the UK as a whole, which is linked to issues that need to be addressed in each country. 

	How far do you agree that we need to develop a UK-wide social care research strategy linked to issues that need to be addressed in each country?
	 Neither agree nor disagree


	We welcome your general comments on this question. You might wish to explain your tick box answer.  You may also wish to consider; 

What should be undertaken at the UK level

And/ or

What should be undertaken in each country
	A mapping of all current areas needs to be undertaken first, and areas of overlap or divergence identified. Where ‘best practice’ has been identified, there should be discussion at a national level as to why/why not such practices be adopted at the UK level. Currently, for eg, Scotland’s Children’s Panels are highly regarded internationally, yet this is unique to Scotland. Further work is need before a ‘one size fits all’ approach is adopted


Social care research capacity consultation – Question 2
	2. Responsibility for leadership

	The consultation question


	Your response

	Background

Unlike in the NHS, responsibility for social care policy and resources is shared between central and local government. This raises the question of who should take the lead in coordinating policy and resources for social care research.
In thinking about who should have responsibility for leadership we need to consider what part should be played by;
· Central and local governments

· Employers‘ organisations (e.g. ADSS or ADSW)

· Care Councils

· Higher Education Institutions (including universities)

· Research funders (including charities)

· Service user organisations

· Carer organisations

· National agencies (such as SCIE and SIESWE)


	Do you agree that we need a UK-wide coordinating organisation, in which the bodies listed in the left column should play a part?

	 Agree


	We welcome your general comments on this question. You might wish to explain your tick box answer.  You may also wish to consider the following specific issues;   

Whether the listed bodies are the right ones to collaborate to form a coordinating organisation

And/ or 

Whether any single one of these bodies should be asked to undertake the main lead role

And/ or 

Whether there should be separate coordinating organisations in each country of the UK. 


	You might find it useful to express your comments using the list below.  By ticking the corresponding boxes you could indicate that you think those organisations should collaborate to form one coordinating body.  If you think that just one of the listed organisations should take overall responsibility for leadership you should only tick that box.  

· Central and local governments)                                __       __
· Employers‘ organisations                                                     __
· Care Councils                                                                      __
· Higher Education Institutions (including universities)          __
· Research funders (including charities)                                __
· Service user organisations                                                  __
· Carer organisations                                                             __

· National agencies (such as SCIE and SIESWE)              __

There should be a representative consortium with rotating leadership depending on the area of concern


Social care research capacity consultation – Question 3
	3. Improving resources

	The consultation question


	Your response

	Background

Unlike in the NHS, resources to support social care research are not provided through central government. This raises the question of who should take responsibility for providing resources.

‘Resources’ means funds for specific research, but also for building up the research workforce and the supporting structures (such as training and systems for identifying priorities).


	(a) Do you agree that all those involved in social care should contribute to providing the resources for research?

(b) How far do you agree that those providing or commissioning social care services should allocate a percentage of their budget for research?
	 Neither agree nor disagree

Agree



	We welcome your general comments on this question. You might wish to explain your tick box answers.  You may also wish to consider;

Whether some organisations have a greater responsibility for providing resources than others.

And/ or

Whether there should be a specific target, for investment, such as a specific percentage of the budget.

Please make it clear if your comments refer to a specific country or to the UK as a whole
	You might find it useful to express your comments using the list below.  By numbering them, you could put the organisations in order to show which you think ought to have greater responsibility for providing resources.  Please note that your number 1 will be the organisation you think has greatest responsibility for funding social care research.  

Please use the space below for any other comments.  You are welcome to name specific organisations who you think should have particular responsibility for funding social care research.    

· Central and local governments                                            __
· Employers‘ organisations                                                     __
· Care Councils                                                                      __
· Higher Education Institutions (including universities)          __
· Research funders (including charities)                                __
· Service user organisations                                                  __
· Carer organisations                                                             __

· National agencies (such as SCIE and SIESWE)              __

Names of specific organisations
Further comments around question (a)
Current funding arrangements are managed differently. Some organisations do not offer ‘going rates’ of pay for eg evaluations, making it difficult to respond sometimes from HEIs, who are not bound by Full Economic Costing. The role of central Government should be revisited
Further comments around question (b)

As above

General comments around this issue




Social care research capacity consultation – Question 4
	4. Necessary structures

	The consultation question


	Your response

	Background

Questions 2 and 3 ask your views on the need for UK-wide structures, with national counterparts, to coordinate development. Question 4 asks you about what kinds of structures would work best.

Some developments in national policy suggest a link with health research. Other suggestions are based on the need for a separate identity for social care research.

Linked to this, some suggest focusing on relatively few ‘Centres of Excellence’ while others propose a wider distribution of expertise based on ‘Networks of Excellence’.



	(a) There are already very well-established structures for health research, and some policy documents suggest using these for social care research. Do you agree this would be a useful approach?

(b) Some reports suggest that social care research is distinct and requires separate structures from those operating in health research. How far do you agree?

(c) Do you support a structure that relies on relatively few ‘Centres of Excellence’, or on a wider distribution of expertise in ‘Networks of Excellence’?
	Strongly agree

Strongly disagree

Strongly support ‘Networks’



	We welcome your general comments on this question. You might wish to explain your tick box answers.  You may also wish to consider; 

Whether you have examples where either the ‘Centres’ or ‘Networks’ approach has worked well.
Please make it clear if your comments refer to a specific country or to the UK as a whole 

	Further comments around question (a)
Further comments around question (b)

Further comments around question (c)

General comments around this issue
	A central approach would be sensible, albeit without the bureaucracy involved in health research
It is distinct from bio- medical research but health research is a broad church incorporating a wide range of perspectives.  Health and  Social care practices frequently over lap for example in hospital discharge  planning and child protection. There is increasing synergy in service provision, it would be a retrograde step and costly to establish a separate structure for social care research. This work should be integrated into established health research structures.

A network approach would be more inclusive and facilitate greater collaboration between health and social care researchers



Social care research capacity consultation – Question 5
	5. Raising practice awareness amongst social care researchers

	The consultation question


	Your response

	Background

Several reports suggest that there could be a better relationship between the research agenda and the priorities of practitioners, providers and user and carer organisations.  

One way of tackling this is to look at whether the training of researchers could be improved.  This would aim to give researchers a better appreciation of the priorities of practitioners and providers. 

Another approach would be to require that all social care research involves people with experience of working in social work or social care services.


	(a) Do you agree that the relationship between the research agenda and the priorities of practitioners, providers and organisations of users and carers should be improved?
(b) If so, do you agree that training of researchers is a key way forward?

(c) Do you agree that involving people who use or provide social services would improve the relationship between research and practice?
	 Strongly agree
 Agree
Agree


	We welcome your general comments on this question. You might wish to explain your tick box answers.  You may also wish to consider; 

Whether you have examples of improving the relationship between the research agenda and the priorities of practitioners, providers and organisations of users and of carers.

Please make it clear if your comments refer to a specific country or to the UK as a whole 
	Further comments around question (a) 
Further comments around question (b)

Further comments around question (c)

General comments around this issue.


	there is always room for improvement, but tokenistic gestures should be avoided

Training researchers is useful, but much depends too on the amount of knowledge, experience and training of policy developers etc




Social care research capacity consultation – Question 6
	6. Raising research awareness amongst social care practitioners 

	The consultation question


	Your response

	Background

Several reports suggest that there could be better capacity amongst practitioners to use the results of research.

One way of tackling this is to look at whether the training of practitioners could be improved. 

Some reports have called for particular attention to improving the research training of social workers on basic qualifying programmes.


	(a) Do you agree that the capacity of practitioners to use research should be improved?
(b) If so, do you think that training of practitioners is a key way forward?

(c) Do you think that there is a need to improve the research training of social workers on basic qualifying programmes?
	Strongly agree
Agree

 Don’t know


	We welcome your general comments on this question. You might wish to explain your tick box answers.  You may also wish to consider; 

Whether you have examples of improving the capacity of practitioners to use research.  Examples might be from in service training, other continual professional development or from post qualifying training.
Please make it clear if your comments refer to a specific country or to the UK as a whole 
	Further comments around question (a)

Further comments around question (b)

Further comments around question (c)

General comments around this issue.


	There’s always room for improvement. Training, though, is not necessarily the only solution. Modelling and mentorship can also be helpful




Social care research capacity consultation – Question 7
	7. Raising research awareness amongst social care policymakers and managers 

	The consultation question


	Your response

	Background

Several reports suggest that there could be better capacity amongst social care policymakers and managers of services to use the results of research.

One way of tackling this is to look at whether the training of social care policymakers and provider managers could be improved. 


	(a) Do you agree that the capacity of social care policymakers and managers to use research should be improved?
(b) If so, do you agree that training of social care policymakers and managers of services is a key way forward?


	 Strongly agree

Strongly agree



	We welcome your general comments on this question. You might wish to explain your tick box answers.  You may also wish to consider; 

Whether you have examples of improving the capacity of social care policymakers and managers of services to use research.

Please make it clear if your comments refer to a specific country or to the UK as a whole 


	
	


Social care research capacity consultation – Thank you
Thank you for taking the time to complete the questionnaire. You can either email your response to webteam@scie.org.uk or post it the freepost address below.

Social Care Institute for Excellence

Freepost LON39274

London

SE1 2ZX

The consultation closes at the end of September 2006, and SCIE will analyse the results during October and November. 
A final report will be available on the SCIE website in December 2006. 

