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RCN Foundation Quality Improvement Grants for Sustainable and Greener Nursing and Midwifery Practice
Application Form 
 
Important: Please ensure that you complete all relevant sections in full. We are unable to process your application if details are missing. Please note: 
• Applications should be typed and sent electronically • Please ensure that you spell out in full any abbreviations used 
Please ensure you have read the guidance and FAQs before completing this form. 
Section 1: Applicant details 
	Your name 
 (Project lead) 
	

	Your job title 
	 

	Employer name 
	 

	Full address  
 
 
 
	

	Telephone 
 
 
	 

	Email address 
	

	Project team  
Please list the individual/s who will be responsible for undertaking the 
project 
	

	 
 
 
	

	NMC Pin Number (if applicable) 
	 

	Brief description of present role 
	 

	Pay band 
	


 
Section 2:  Details of project activity for which funding is sought 
	Title of the proposed Sustainable Healthcare Quality Improvement Project
for which you are seeking funding (25-word limit)

	

	Description of the proposed sustainability project (250 word-limit)


	 

	Sustainability Challenge - What environmental or sustainability issue has been identified within your service and why is it important to address this issue? (300-word limit)
Examples may include: Waste reduction, overuse of consumables, medicines waste, carbon emissions, resource inefficiency, travel and transport impacts, single-use plastics, sustainable procurement


	

	Start date (month and year): 
 
	End date (month and year): 




 
Section 3:  Applicant Statement 
	Please provide the rationale for the quality improvement project. (300-word limit)	Comment by Sarah McGloin: Again 300 word limit
What evidence demonstrates for example that:
· The sustainability challenge exists?
· The issue affects patients, staff or healthcare delivery?
· A quality improvement approach is appropriate?
· The proposed intervention is likely to deliver measurable benefits?


	



	

	Please describe the expected outputs, outcomes and impacts of the project. (250-word limit)
How sustainable healthcare principles will be embedded into practice


	

	Environmental Impact - What measurable environmental benefits do you expect the project to achieve? (250-word limit)	Comment by Sarah McGloin: Word limit 250

	

	How does the project align with sustainable and greener healthcare practice? (150-word limit)	Comment by Sarah McGloin: 150 words


	

	Quality Improvement Approach - Please describe how you will use a recognised quality improvement methodology (e.g. Plan-Do-Study-Act) to test, measure and refine your intervention. (250 word limit)


	

	Please provide an outline a dissemination plan for the project (250-word limit)	Comment by Sarah McGloin: A dissemination plan for the project (250 words)

	 

	 
 

 
 










	Please provide a separate risk register for the project 

	

 
 

 
 


 
Section 4: Budget breakdown 
	Item (please choose from below options) 
	Amount you are asking us to fund 

	Project costs 
	 


 

	Staff replacement costs 
	 

	Sustainability Measurement Tool
	

	Education and training resources
	 

	Communication and dissemination
	

	Travel
	

	Other (please add more columns below) 
	 

	Total 
	 


 
Section 5:  Supporting References Please ensure you send:  Reference from your Manager 




Section 6: Supporting documentation 
Please ensure that you include the following documentation with your application: 
	Equality Impact Assessment (if appropriate) 
	Yes / No 

	Does the research require: 
· Health Research Authority (HRA) approval for England and Wales 
· NHS Research Ethics Service (NRES) approval for Scotland 
· HSC Integrated Research Application System in Northern Ireland 
	Yes / No 

	CVs for the team 
 
	Yes / No 

	Risk register 
 
	Yes/ No 


 
Section 7: Data Protection and Privacy Notice  
Once you are satisfied that the information presented above is accurate, please read the following information about data protection to ensure that you agree to these terms. 
· The information on this form will be used to assess your application for a grant. The RCN Foundation need to keep your data on computer files for this purpose 
· We may also use the information for accounting, audit, statistical or research purposes 
· In submitting this application, you are giving consent to the information provided being shared with external third-party advisors affiliated to the RCN Foundation for the purposes of processing your application 
· We will not disclose any of your information outside of the RCN Foundation, unless we are legally obliged to do so or unless you have given us your prior consent 
· We will undertake to keep your information strictly confidential and do everything we can to prevent the information being used in any unauthorised or unlawful way 
· Our current policy is to retain personal data for a period of 6 years from when a decision on your application is made, after which it will be destroyed 
· You have the right to request information about the details we hold about you and we will provide this data as legally required 
· We will need your signature in order to process your application. 
 


Authorisation  
  
By submitting this application, you are giving your consent to these terms, you give permission for the RCN Foundation to use your data as outlined above.  
You have the right to withdraw your consent to the above at any time.   
Print name:   
Submit one copy of your entire application by email to grants@rcnfoundation.org.uk by the closing date. 
 

Section 8:  Equal Opportunities  
Completion of this section is helpful to ensure that we are aware of the communities applying for this scheme and assists in the implementation of equal opportunities. This information will not form any part of the selection process and will be treated with total confidentiality. 
(Please tick the appropriate boxes). 
A. Your Ethnic Group 
	Asian or Asian British 
	Mixed 

	 Indian 
	 White and Black Caribbean 

	 Pakistani 
	 White and Black African 

	 Bangladeshi 
 Chinese 
 Any other Asian background 
 If other, please state: 
	 White and Asian 
 Any other mixed background  If other, please state: 

	 
	 

	Black or Black British 
	White 

	 Caribbean 
	 British 

	 African 
	 Irish 

	 Any other Black background  If other, please state: 
	 Any other White background  If other, please state: 


 
Any other ethnic group, please state: 
 	 
B. Your Gender    	 
 Female 	 	 
 Male 	 	 
 Non-binary 
 
Sexual Orientation 
 Bisexual 
 Gay 
 Heterosexual  
 Lesbian  Other 
 
D. Do you have a disability? 
 Yes 
No 
 
E. Your Age 
	 <20  	 	 
	 20-29  	 
	 30-39  	 
	 40-49  	 
	 50-59  	 
	 60-69  	 
 70+ 
 
F. Where you currently live 
	 England 	 	 
	 Northern Ireland 	 	 
	 Scotland 	 	 
 Wales  
 Other 
G. What Region:  
 East Midlands 
 Eastern  London 
 North West 
 Northern 
 South East 
 South West 
 West Midlands 
 Yorkshire and Humber 
 Northern Ireland  
 Scotland  
 Wales  
 Other 
 
Section 9- AI Declaration: 
I confirm that:
This grant submission is my own, independent work. 
EITHER 
☐ I have not used AI tools at any stage in preparing this grant application
OR 
☐ I have used AI tools to support the preparation of this grant application in the following ways (please select all that apply):
☐ Edit and improve my spelling, grammar or readability. 
☐ Improve the structure or organisation of my application.
☐ Generate ideas for examples, evidence, or sources to consider.
☐ Provide feedback or suggestions to improve content I had already created.
☐ Other (please explain): ______________________________
 
By signing this declaration, I confirm that any AI tools used have only supported the development and refinement of my application. I have not relied on AI to create the substantive content of my application, including project proposals, budgets or responses to application questions, without my own review, verification, and authorship.
I understand that I am solely responsible for the content of this application and that any inaccurate, misleading, plagiarised, or AI-generated content presented as my own work may result in my application being rejected.
Signed ______________________________     Date______________________
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