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Abstract categories and descriptors

Please note, for inclusion in the conference programme, the Education Forum Committee will
ONLY consider abstracts under the following topics:

Theme 1: Advancing Nursing Education Through Digital Innovation, Al and Simulation

Exploring how Al, digital technologies and simulation are transforming nursing teaching,
learning, assessment and clinical decision-making. Submissions should demonstrate
measurable impact on learner outcomes, practice readiness or educational delivery,
rather than simply describing a technology.

Theme 2: Equity, Diversity, Inclusion and Belonging Within Nursing Education and
Professional Development

Showcasing initiatives that create more inclusive, accessible and representative nursing
education and professional development environments. Submissions should evidence
meaningful improvements in participation, progression, belonging, wellbeing or
outcomes for students and staff across pre- and post-registration education.

Theme 3: Partnership, Practice Learning and Community-Focused Care

Highlighting collaborations between education providers, employers, practice partners
and communities that strengthen practice learning and community-focused care.
Submissions should demonstrate measurable impact of partnership working on learners,
workforce capacity or care outcomes.

Theme 4: Sustainable and Pioneering Approaches to Pre- and Post-Registration Nursing
Education

Focusing on innovative and sustainable approaches that strengthen nursing education
across the career pathway, from pre-registration to advanced practice. Submissions
should show how their approach improves resilience, learner success, workforce
development or long-term educational sustainability. It welcomes both incremental




improvements and pioneering approaches that reimagine how nursing education is
delivered across the career pathway.

Submission guidance and word limits

Please note: the word limit must be adhered to, the AMS will automatically limit entry.

For all presentation formats, the word limit for the abstract section of the submission form is
300 words. This also applies to individual papers that are submitted as part of a symposium.

When writing the 300-word abstract, authors should be careful not to include information
which could identify the author/s, as abstracts are reviewed anonymously.

e Abstracts must clearly demonstrate an aspect of innovation, development or research
in nursing education or practice.

e Abstracts should be a clear concise summary of the main points from your
presentation.

e The abstract should be jargon-free, indicate clear aims and objectives and clearly
demonstrate the impact on nursing education and practice.

e Acronyms - write in full at the first mention and include the abbreviation or acronym
immediately after in brackets - Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC).

e Delegate learning outcomes - this section should clearly outline the learning
outcomes for those attending your session. These outcomes should specify what
participants will be able to do, know, or understand after attending the session, rather
than describe the personal learnings from your own work.

e VIPERs - authors are required to specify the intended discussion points for the
audience where requested on the abstract submission form.

e Allaccepted abstracts will be published ‘as submitted’. It is therefore incumbent upon
the author to ensure that the spelling, grammar and syntax is of an academic
publishing standard.

Symposium guidance notes
e Each paperinasymposium will need to be submitted individually on the abstract
management system. The 300-word limit for abstract section of the submission form
applies to individual papers submitted as part of a symposium.

e Authors of all papers should agree a consistent overarching symposium title in
addition to their paper title in advance of making a submission. This will ensure that
papers can be easily identified by administrators and grouped together for reviews.




e The naming convention to follow when submitting papers for a symposium is
Symposium Title | Paper Title | Paper No
Example
+» Deep Space Explorations Symposium - Space Travel (1)

« Deep Space Explorations Symposium - Food in space (2)

< Deep Space Explorations Symposium - Sleeping in space (3)

Review and scoring

The Scientific Committee reserve the right to change the mode of presentation if a different
format is felt to be more appropriate for an accepted abstract.

The Scientific Committee will include the RCN Education Forum Committee and a number of
selected, experienced reviewers. Each abstract will be anonymously assessed by 2 reviewers
against the following 4 main criteria:

e approach

e advancing the art and science of nursing research and/or practice
e relevance to conference theme

e clarity of text

When writing abstracts with these criteria in mind writers should consider:

e Does this abstract illustrate how this work has been rigorously undertaken and
developed and where appropriate, illustrate how it is contemporary or innovative?

e Does this abstract report on work that can be used in practice?

e |sthe abstract relevant to the conference themes?

e Does the abstract read clearly and without jargon?

Sponsored educational events

The RCN offers sponsorship opportunities to organisations wishing to host their own
educational sessions. Abstract submissions that align to a commercial entity maybe subject
to additional review and managed under the programme of sponsored activity.

To discuss the options for sponsored educational events please email our corporate relations
team or call 020 7647 3940.

Top tips for submitting a quality abstract

Before you start, be clear what aspect of your work you want to present. What will appeal to
your audience?

To maximise the chances of your abstract being selected for presentation, it may be helpful
to consider these factors:

e In what way(s) is your work innovative?
e Does your work relate to a contemporary issue facing the nursing profession?
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¢ How can your work and findings be linked to the wider context of the overarching

conference theme?

e Does your work take into account equity, diversity and inclusion?
e |s your work relevant to the wider nursing / health and social care education and

practice community? In what way?

e How is your work evidence-based and quality assured?
e Does your abstract clearly communicate the impact of your findings for nursing

education and practice?

e Arethere clear learning outcomes identified from your session that delegates will

take away?

e |f submitting for a concurrent or symposia session, are the aims and objectives of your
session achievable within the time allocated?

e How will your event add value to the conference? What learning will delegates take
away with them that can be used in practice?

And some more general advice includes:

Do’s

Don’ts

Make sure you read and understand the
abstract submitter guidelines.

Guess if you aren’t clear what something
means. If you have any queries or need
clarification, contact education@rcn.org.uk

Make sure your abstract is well written.
Keep language simple and clear. Your
abstract should aim to be a condensed
summary of your method and findings.

Submit an abstract that’s too short, is too
vague and doesn’t make sense.

Make sure your abstract makes clear what
your presentation is about: what was the
subject of your project, what was
discovered / the outcomes and how it was
accomplished.

Submit an abstract that doesn’t clearly
communicate the aims and objectives of
your work, methods and findings.

Use professional language making sure
your information is easy to understand by a
diverse audience.

Use abbreviations and jargon - remember
abbreviations are not universal. Don’t make
any assumptions about your reader.

Ensure that there is a logical and coherent
flow to the abstract.

Jump from one section to the next: your
reader will not be familiar with your work so
be methodical.

Review what you have written and carefully
proofread before submitting. You could
even ask a friend/colleague to do this.

Make basic spelling and grammar mistakes.
If you haven’t taken the time to read
through it suggests you put through a last-
minute submission.

Make sure you submit before the deadline:
midnight on Friday 30 October 2026

Submit a panic abstract. A rushed
submission put in at the last minute will not
do your work justice.
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If you have any queries or need guidance on submitting, please contact education@rcn.org.uk

We look forward to reviewing your submissions and welcoming you to the event.
RCN Education Conference Team.
Updated 23 July 2026
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