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Inaugural Clinical Research Nursing Day 
Celebrating clinical research nursing and its vital role in healthcare                                                                     

 

Thursday 29 April 2021 

Virtual conference via Hopin 
 

Please note these programme details, speakers and timings are subject to change.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        Programme v8  
10am Explore the platform and exhibition 

10.30am 
Opening remarks 

Dr Helen Jones, Chair of RCN RS CRN Sub-committee 

10.40am 

Welcome address  

Dr Louise Wood CBE, Director - Science, Research and Evidence and co-lead for NIHR, 
Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) 

10.55am 
Keynote address 1 - MHRA and its role in clinical trials for medical devices   

Mark Grumbridge, Senior Clinical Advisor, MHRA 

11.25am Comfort break, networking and exhibition 

 Concurrent sessions: 

11.45am 

 

#1 How research teams responded to the  
COVID-19 pandemic 

#2 Embedding and disseminating research in the 
NHS 

 

Claire Whitehouse, Senior Nurse for NMAHP 
Research,  James Paget University Hospitals NHS 
FT 
 
Clair Harris, Head of Research Workforce, Guy’s 
and St.Thomas’ NHS FT 

Dr Helen Jones, Head of Research Nursing, Royal 
Free Hospital NHS Foundation Trust 
 
Dr Elaine Maxwell, Clinical Advisor, NIHR 
Dissemination Centre 
 
Vashist Deelchand, Lead Research Nurse,  Royal 
Free Hospital NHS Foundation Trust 

12.30pm 

 

 

Lunch break, networking and exhibition 

 

1.05pm – 1.25pm 

 

Research Nurse café – Q&A with speakers of the pre-recorded sharing 
best practice session 

Chair: Gail Mills, Lead Nurse Research and Development | Sheffield 
Teaching Hospitals NHS FT 

 

1.30pm 

Afternoon welcome 

Jennifer Allison, Associate Director of Nursing, NIHR Nursing and Midwifery Office, Matron 
NIHR Southampton CRF, University Hospital Southampton NHS FT 

1.40pm Keynote address 2 - Research as a Measure of Health Care: a patient’s perspective 
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Paul Charlton, NIHR Patient Research Champion 

2.20pm Comfort break, networking and exhibition 

2.40pm 

Panel discussion – Can research truly embed in an under pressure NHS? 

Host: Dr Richard Hatchett, Senior Editor, RCNi 

Panellists: 

Gail Byrne, Chief Nursing Officer, University Hospitals Southampton and Chair Association of 
University Hospitals  

Paul Charlton, NIHR Patient Research Champion 

Jayne Goodwin, Head of Research Delivery, Health and Care Research Wales 

Dr Gordon Hill, Cross School Lead for International, School of Health and Life Sciences, Glasgow 
Caledonian University 

Dr Ann McMahon, Co-Editor in Chief, Journal of Research in Nursing 

3.20pm 
Closing remarks 

Dr Helen Jones, Chair of RCN RS CRN Sub-committee 

Until 4pm Opportunity for post-event networking and exhibition  

 

On demand content 
 

1 Past, present and future – Reflections on clinical research nursing 
Dr Ann McMahon, Co-Editor in Chief, Journal of Research in Nursing 
Dr Helen Jones, Head of Research Nursing, Royal Free Hospital NHS FT 

2 Student nurse training programme 

Ben Hood, Cancer Research UK Senior Nurse, Doctor of Professional Practice student, Sir Bobby 
Robson Cancer Trials Research Centre 

3 Exploring Clinical Research Nurses’ experiences of working with Clinical Nurses  

Dr Gordon Hill, Cross School Lead for International, School of Health and Life Sciences, Glasgow 

Caledonian University 

4 Research Nurse Café – Sharing Best Pratice: 
 
#1. Benefits of a 24/7 research recruitment model 

Jade Cole, Critical Care Research Lead, University Hopsital of Wales 
 
#2. Clinical Research Nursing at GOSH 

Lorraine Hodsdon, Head of Nursing Research & Innovation, Great Ormand Street Hospital  
 
#3 HEE/NIHR research fellowship opportunties 

Heather Iles-Smith, Professor of Nursing, University of Salford and Northern Care Alliance NHS 
Group 
 
A facilitated Q&A will take place at the live event. 

 

5 IACRN certification of CRN’s 
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Jennifer Allison, Associate Director of Nursing, NIHR Nursing and Midwifery Office, Matron NIHR 

Southampton CRF, University Hospital Southampton NHS FT 

 


