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The Focused Mapping Review and 

Synthesis (FMRS): Origins

 A development and extension of the mapping 

review described by Grant and Booth (2009) in their 

typology of 14 review types. 

 Most types of review involve exhaustive searching 

and retrieval of as much relevant evidence as 

possible on a particular subject and from this, firm 

conclusions can be drawn or gaps in evidence 

identified. 

 A FMRS approach aims to identify the contours, 

boundaries or assumptions associated with a 

subject within a specific body of literature. 

Grant, M. J. & Booth, A. (2009) A typology of reviews: an analysis 

of 14 review types and associated methodologies. Health 

Information & Libraries Journal, 26: 91–108. 



What shall we call it?



FMRS key features

 There are four key features of a FMRS that collectively 

make it distinct from other forms of review. It:

– 1) focuses on a defined field of knowledge rather 

than a body of evidence; 

– 2) creates a descriptive map or topography of key 

features of research within the field rather than a 

synthesis of findings;

– 3) comments on the overall approach to knowledge 

production rather than the state of the evidence; 

– 4) examines this within a broader epistemological 

context, rather than synthesising evidence of ‘what 

works’.









Example extraction form



An example FMRS: The state of qualitative 

research

 Research articles were retrieved that were

published during the first quarter of 2015 in

six different journals.

 Included journals: British Journal of Social

Work (BJSW); Health & Social Care in the

Community (HSCC), Journal of Advanced

Nursing (JAN), Qualitative Health Research

(QHR), Social Science & Medicine (SS&M)

and Sociology of Health and Illness (SH&I).

 A total of 102 articles met our inclusion

criteria and were included in the review.



Data extraction and charting



Profile across journals







Conclusions
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