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The Focused Mapping Review and
Synthesis (FMRS): Origins

O A development and extension of the mapping
review described by Grant and Booth (2009) in their
typology of 14 review types.

O Most types of review involve exhaustive searching
and retrieval of as much relevant evidence as
possible on a particular subject and from this, firm
conclusions can be drawn or gaps in evidence
identified.

O A FMRS approach aims to identify the contours,
boundaries or assumptions associated with a
subject within a specific body of literature.

Grant, M. J. & Booth, A. (2009) A typology of reviews: an analysis UNIVERSITYOF

of 14 review types and associated methodologies. Health BIRMINGHAM
Information & Libraries Journal, 26: 91-108.
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FMRS key features

O There are four key features of a FMRS that collectively
make it distinct from other forms of review. It:

— 1) focuses on a defined field of knowledge rather
than a body of evidence;

— 2) creates a descriptive map or topography of key
features of research within the field rather than a

synthesis of findings; P
— 3) comments on the overall approach to knowledge \\_ — _\\
production rather than the state of the evidence; S—)
— 4) examines this within a broader epistemological =\
context, rather than synthesising evidence of ‘what ~ —— >\
works'. S
/ \\\
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Article# | Title Timeframe | Numberof | Numberof | Output
journals papers
included

#1 Bradbury-Jones C., Taylor J. & Herber O. How theory is 3 months Five 55 Typology
used and articulated in qualitative research: Development
of a new typology. Social Science & Medicine, 2014; 120, | (2013)
135-141.

#2 Taylor, J., Bradbury-Jones, C., Breckenridge, J., Jones, Six years Six 104 Theoretical
C. & Herber, O.R. Risk of vicarious trauma in nursing model
research: A focused mapping review and synthesis. (20039-2014)
Journal of Clinical Nursing. 2016; doi:
10.1111/jocn.13235.

#3 Bradbury-Jones, C., Breckenridge, J., Clark, M.T., 3 months Six 102 Conceptual
Herber, O.R., Wagstaff, C. & Taylor, J. The State of model
Qualitative Research in Health and Social Science (2013)
Literature: A Focused Mapping Review and Synthesis.
International Journal of Social Research Methodology.
2017; DOI: 10.1080/13645579.2016.1270583

#4 Bradbury-Jones, C., Clark, M., Paavilainen, E. & 12 months Thirteen 32 Thematic
Appleton, J. A Profile of Gender-based Violence description
Research in Europe: Findings from a Focused Mapping (2015)

Review and Synthesis. Trauma, Viclence, & Abuse. 2017;
In press.
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Example extraction form

Year of | Total Total papers | Number of Numberof | Number | Number | Number | Study Method of
Journal | papers meeting papers dealing | papers of of of design/methods | analysis

published | inclusion with dealingwith | papers | papers | papers | used(name)

during criteria abuse/violence | dying/death | involving | inveolving | that

review (specify) (specify) children | adults discuss

period (0-18) (19+) vicarious

trauma

Total
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An example FMRS: The state of qualitative
research

O Research articles were retrieved that were
published during the first quarter of 2015 in
six different journals.

O Included journals: British Journal of Social
Work (BJSW); Health & Social Care in the
Community (HSCC), Journal of Advanced
Nursing (JAN), Qualitative Health Research
(QHR), Social Science & Medicine (SS&M)
and Sociology of Health and Iliness (SH&I).

O A total of 102 articles met our inclusion
criteria and were included in the review.
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Data extraction and charting
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Profile across journals
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Techniques

Qualitative Research Level of Alignment Wheel (QR-LAW)™
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DATA ANALYSIS

Orientation
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Conclusions

Bradbury-Jones, C., Breckenridge, J., Clark, M.T., Herber, O.R., Jones, C. & Taylor, J.
Advancing the Science of Literature Reviewing: The Focused Mapping Review and Synthesis as a
Novel Approach, BMC Medical Research Methodology. Under Review.
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