Methodology:

As the case is rooted in the natural setting and requires a holistic elucidation of
the phenomena being studied, case study is the chosen methodology. Case
studies are characterised by multiple methods. Two methods of data collection

were employed. This study has drawn from case study methodology and has
adopted some the characteristics (Stake 1995, Yin 2002). It is both intrinsic and
exploratory. as the aim is to explore rather than measure (Stake, 1995). It is key
that the units of analysis-participants, were embedded into the site. This
enabled rich data to be collected.

Full ethical approval has been granted. Protocol number EDU/PG/UH/00936

Data analysis:

Thematic analysis is being employed using rudimentary line by line reading to elicit early
codes. This is being followed up with computer analysis through Nvivo to code, organise and
further develop the emerging concepts. The PAD have been analysed using thematic analysis.
This is not yet completed.

Early findings:

Early findings indicate that students are able to articulate how the support of mentors enable
the development of their professional values.

Reflective practice, mainly ‘refection on action’ is occurring and shaping their nursing practice.
They value feedback from service users and mentors.

Students used the word ‘lucky’ several times in terms of support in the clinical practicum.
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