Advanced Level Nursing Practice

Royal College of Nursing
Standards for Advanced Level
Nursing Practice
CLINICAL PROFESSIONAL RESOURCE

ROYAL COLLEGE OF NURSING STANDARDS FOR ADVANCED LEVEL NURSING PRACTICE

Acknowledgements
Many thanks to the RCN Advanced Nurse
Practitioner Forum Committee and the RCN
AANPEG for their support.

This publication is due for review in June 2021. To provide feedback on its contents or on your
experience of using the publication, please email publications.feedback@rcn.org.uk
Publication

The information in this booklet has been compiled from
professional sources, but its accuracy is not guaranteed. Whilst
every effort has been made to ensure the RCN provides accurate
and expert information and guidance, it is impossible to predict
all the circumstances in which it may be used. Accordingly, the
RCN shall not be liable to any person or entity with respect to any
loss or damage caused or alleged to be caused directly or
indirectly by what is contained in or left out of this website
information and guidance.

This is an RCN clinical professional resource.
Publication date: June 2018 Review date: June 2021.
The Nine Quality Standards

This publication has met the nine quality standards of the
quality framework for RCN professional publications. For more
information, or to request further details on how the nine quality
standards have been met in relation to this particular
professional publication, please contact publications.
feedback@rcn.org.uk

Published by the Royal College of Nursing, 20 Cavendish Square,
London, W1G 0RN
© 2018 Royal College of Nursing. All rights reserved. No
part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any
means electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
otherwise, without prior permission of the Publishers. This
publication may not be lent, resold, hired out or otherwise
disposed of by ways of trade in any form of binding or cover
other than that in which it is published, without the prior
consent of the Publishers.

Evaluation

The authors would value any feedback you have about this
publication. Please contact publications.feedback@rcn.org.uk
clearly stating which publication you are commenting on.
RCN Legal Disclaimer

This publication contains information, advice and guidance to
help members of the RCN. It is intended for use within the UK
but readers are advised that practices may vary in each country
and outside the UK.

2

ROYAL COLLEGE OF NURSING

Standards
Registered nurses working at this advanced level
must meet the following standards:
•

Active registration with the NMC.

•

Practise within the 4 pillars of:
•

Advanced clinical practice

•

Leadership

•

Facilitation of education and learning

•

Evidence research and development.

• 	leadership skills
• 	theories and models of teaching and
learning.
•

Be an independent prescriber on the NMC
register.

•

Meet NMC revalidation requirements.

•

Show evidence of:
• 	Having the freedom and authority to act
autonomously and independently

•

Have a Job Plan that reflects this and has
equity with peers working at this advanced
level.

• 	Being innovative, highly skilled at
assessing and managing risk and
consciously competent

•

Be educated to Masters level (180 level 7
points (Scottish equivalent of level 11)).
This education will include the following core
areas:

• 	Have the responsibility for decisions
made and actions taken

•

• 	Being holistic practitioners, able to
address nursing as well as medical needs

therapeutic nursing care

• 	Having the ability to ‘see’ the whole
person, fuse biomedical science with the
art of caring, providing health promotion
advice, counselling, assessment,
diagnosis, referral, treatment and
discharge.

• 	comprehensive physical assessment of all
body systems across the lifespan
• 	history taking and clinical decision
making skills
• 	health and disease, including physical,
sociological, psychological, and cultural
aspects

More information from the RCN on advanced
nursing practice can be found at www.rcn.org.uk/
ANP

• 	applied pharmacology and evidencebased prescribing leading to a
prescribing qualification
• 	management of patient care
• 	public health, epidemiology, health
education and promotion
• 	research and service development
• 	organisational, interpersonal and
communication skills
• 	accountability – including legal and
ethical issues
• 	quality assurance
• 	political, social and economic influences
on health care
• 	pathophysiology and genomics
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